H7826

Pumping Plant at Prosser Diversion
Dam, Washington, which was referred
to the House Calendar and ordered to
be printed.

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 4945, SMALL BUSINESS COM-
PETITION PRESERVATION ACT
OF 2000

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington (dur-
ing consideration of the motion to in-
struct conferees on H.R. 4577), from the
Committee on Rules, submitted a priv-
ileged report (Rept. No. 106-867) on the
resolution (H. Res. 582) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4945) to
amend the Small Business Act to
strengthen existing protections for
small business participation in the
Federal procurement contracting proc-
ess, and for other purposes, which was
referred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 4213

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, | ask unanimous consent to remove
my name as cosponsor of H.R. 4213.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from lllinois?

There was no objection.

CHINESE GOVERNMENT IMPRIS-
ONS 80-YEAR-OLD CATHOLIC
BISHOP

(Mr. WOLF asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial.)

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
after reading today’s editorial from the
Washington Post titled ‘‘Catholic
‘Criminals’ in China,” that describes
how the Chinese Government has re-
arrested an 8l-year-old Roman Catholic
bishop, Bishop Zeng. Here is a picture
of Bishop Zeng in prison garb. And the
Senate today is ready to grant MFN to
China.

The bishop has spent most of his life
in a Chinese prison, imprisoned
through labor camps. He was impris-
oned in 1958, was let out of jail for 1
month, then rearrested and imprisoned
until 1991. In 1996, in his late 70s, he
was rearrested again and put in a
forced labor camp. Imagine being in a
forced labor camp at 70 and 80 years of
age.

A Chinese leader affiliated with the
Chinese Government’s recent public re-
lations blitz said, ‘““‘American voters
should get to know us.” Indeed, Amer-
ican people, this Congress, the Clinton
administration and the next adminis-
tration must know the true character
of the Chinese Government is one that
throws 80-year-old Catholic bishops
into forced labor camps.

Does anyone in the Clinton adminis-
tration care? Does the Congress care?
Does anyone care?
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[From the Washington Post, Sept. 9, 2000]
CATHOLIC ‘CRIMINALS’ IN CHINA

The Communist regime in China has iden-
tified and rooted out another enemy of the
state: 8l-year-old Catholic Bishop Zeng
Jingmu. The Cardinal Kung Foundation, a
U.S.-based advocate for the Roman Catholic
Church and its estimated 10 million followers
in China, reports that Bishop Zeng was
nabbed last Thursday. An embassy spokes-
man here said he couldn’t comment. This
wouldn’t be a first for this apparently dan-
gerous cleric. He was imprisoned for a quar-
ter-century beginning in 1958. In 1983, the
Communists let him out—for one month.
Then they jailed him for another eight years,
until 1991. In 1996—at the age of 76—he was
sentenced to three years of forced labor and
reeducation. When he was released with six
months still to run on that sentence, in 1998,
the Clinton administration trumpeted the
news as ‘“‘further evidence that the presi-
dent’s policy of engagement works.”” The fat-
uousness of that statement must be espe-
cially clear to the bishop from his current
jail cell.

Bishop Zeng has been guilty of a single
crime all along: He is a Catholic believer. He
refuses to submit to Communist atheism or
to the control of the Catholic Patriotic Asso-
ciation, an alternative ‘‘church’ created by
the regime that does not recognize the pri-
macy of the pope. China’s government is
willing to tolerate some religious expression
as long as it is dictated by the government.
Anyone who will not submit—whether spir-
itual movements such as Falun Gong, evan-
gelical Protestant churches, Tibetan mon-
asteries or the real Catholic Church—is sub-
ject to “‘repression and abuse,”” the State De-
partment said in its recent report on inter-
national religious freedom. The admirably
straightforward report noted that respect for
religious freedom ‘‘deteriorated markedly”
in China during the past year. ‘“Some places
of worship were destroyed,” it said. ‘‘Leaders
of unauthorized groups are often the targets
of harassment, interrogations, detention and
physical abuse.”

Bishop Zeng is a man of uncommon cour-
age, but his fate in China is sadly common.
Three days before his arrest, Father Ye Gong
Feng, 82, was arrested and ‘“‘tortured to un-
consciousness,” the Cardinal Kung Founda-
tion reports. It took 70 policemen to perform
that operation. Father Lin Rengui of Fujian
province ‘‘was beaten so savagely that he
vomited blood.” Thousands of Falun Gong
practitioners have been arrested during the
past year; the State Department cites ‘‘cred-
ible reports” that at least 24 have died while
in police custody.

Last month the Chinese government
launched a public relations mission to the
United States, dispatching exhibits, per-
formers and lecturers—on the subject of reli-
gious freedom, among others—on a three-
week charm offensive. ‘“‘American voters
should get to know us,” said the Chinese
functionary in charge. The U.S. ambassador
to China, Joseph Prueher, appeared at a
joint new conference announcing the mis-
sion, and a number of U.S. business execu-
tives—from Boeing, Time Warner and else-
where—happily sponsored it. We have noth-
ing against goodwill cultural exchanges, but
Chinese and American officials should not
delude themselves that U.S. suspicions are
caused chiefly by prejudice or lack of under-
standing. On the contrary, Americans under-
stand just fine what kind of government
throws 81-year-old clerics into jail.

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
WILSON). Under the Speaker’s an-
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nounced policy of January 6, 1999, and
under a previous order of the House,
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. McCoLLUM)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. McCOLLUM addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BROWN addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Ms. NORTON addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

CHINESE GOVERNMENT JAILED
ZENG JINGMU

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. BONIOR) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BONIOR. Madam Speaker, last
week, as the other body was beginning
its final dash toward passage of the
China trade deal, the Chinese Govern-
ment jailed yet another dangerous agi-
tator, his name is Zeng Jingmu. He is
81 years of age. He is a Catholic bishop,
and it is not the first time Bishop Zeng
has been jailed.

He was first imprisoned 42 years ago.
In 1983, he was set free for about 30
days. Then they sent him to prison for
8 more years. In 1996, he was impris-
oned once again, and he was sentenced
to 3 years of forced labor.

At the time, Bishop Zeng was 76
years of age.

Why does the Chinese Government
feel such bitter enmity toward the
bishop? What crime did this 81-year-old
man commit? Teaching the gospel.

Madam Speaker, none of this should
come as a surprise to us. A special
commission appointed by the White
House and this Congress found that re-
ligious persecution is business as usual
in today’s China.

Over the course of this year’s trade
debate, advocates of normalizing trade
with China repeatedly claimed it would
strengthen the cause for human rights.
But the jailing of Bishop Zeng tells us
that if expanding trade improves
human rights, someone forgot to tell
the Chinese Government.

In this Capitol, the citadel of liberty,
we talk a lot about the rule of law, and
we talk a lot about freedom, Madam
Speaker. Yet when the topic turns to
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